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My 


Lords,  Ladies  &  Gent  lemon, 


In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  I  deal  briefly  in  this  report  with 
matters  within  my  responsibility  regarding  public  health  and 
preventive  medicine 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

Registrar  General* s  estimate  of  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  •••  ... 

Rateable  Value  „  * .  . .  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . , . 


•  # 

•  I 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ♦ 


52,551 
8 ,676 
2,018 
£47,568 
£1  80 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

80 

66 

146 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

6 

-_82_ 

_6g_ 

JL52 

Still  Births  - 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

- 

- 

5 

2 

7 

Rate  for 

Rate  for 

District1 

England  &  V 

ales 

Birth  Rate 

1  2.2 

15.5 

Death  Rate 

17.5- 

12.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  52.6  29.6 

per  1,000  live  births 


7  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age* 

4  of  these  infants  lived  less  than  a  day.  An  analysis 
of  the  causes  of  death  suggests  that  the  majority  of 
these  were  non-pre  vent  able--* 


1 


J 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Kales  Females 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  *1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms  3 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  5 

Coronary  disease,  angina  5 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  disease  g 

Other  circulatory  disease  2 

Influenza  5 

Pneunoni  a  1 

Bronchitis  g 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Congenital  malformations  3 


Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  3 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 
All  other  accidents  r 


2 


1 

4 
1 1 

3 
2 
8 

4 

1 

1 

3 
1 
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IMlMhlrsffKfKlfiS  -  J-  Young,  M.B.,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H.  Camb. 

*■»«  SSJ.%.u5tiUsrs^gt 

fifiljpt*?  SSS  ISuSJ  SuStl  "" 

StS  eSJLS£5,  “a  General  Hygiene  an? 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Surveyor  of  the  Rural  District, 

LABORATORY  FACn/TTTEfl 

carried  examinations  from  your  area  were 

Leicester  year  &t  the  public  Health  Laboratory, 


Throat  Swab 
Faeces 

Faeces  and  Vomit 
Blood 

Blood,  Catheter  Urine, 
Faeces 
Blood  Films 
Sputum 

Catheter  Urine 

Vaginal  Swab 

Vaginal  Smears 

Ear  Swab 

Pleural  Fluid 

Pleural  Effusion  &  Soutum 

Midstream  Urine- 

Pus  from  Cervical  Abscess 

Pus  from  abscess 

Pus  from  breast  abscess 

Pus 

Swab  from  ulcer  of  leg 
Vpund  Swab 
Nose  Swab 


28 

53 

1 

18 

1 

1 

26 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  I ELECT I 0 US 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


SEj  Efjr^le^Di  seases^  (  other  than  TuberculosisWiir^  mrj  qm 


Disease 


Dysentery 

Salmonella  Infection 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

¥ho oping  Cough 
Pneumonia 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Tot a 
Notified  T£~n55pTEH~"~  DecitK 


Dysentery  ~ 
first  quarter 
All  the  case'3 


o 


The  epidemic 
of  the  .year 
were  mild, 


27 

2 

6 

1 

33 

2 

3 

1 

1 


1 

2 


1 

1 


of 


removed  to  hospital. 


dysentery  occurred  in  the 
,  particularly  in  tne  Langharn  area, 
and  only  one,  an  elderly  woman, 


This  disease  is  becoming  increasingly  prevalent 
owang  to  communal  feeding  habits  and  lack  of  cleanlines 
As  the  attack  is  often  mild  and  of  short  duration, 
in  many  cases  a  doctor  is  not  consulted  and  the  disease 
is  passed  on  to  others.  Close  supervision  of  food 
shops  and  education  of  the  public  in  the  rules  of 
hygiene  are  necessary  if  the  disease  is  to  be  checked. 


Q  0 


~  f  Three  suspected  cases  were  notified, 
but  in  each  case  the  diagnosis  was  not  subsequently 
confirmed  by  the  Hospital. 


AGE  GROUP 


uease 


Di« 

1  Dysentery 
Salmonella  infec 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Measles 
Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia 
Meningoc  occal 
Infection  • 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

. .  New  Cases 

Deaths 

G ho Ups 

Pulmonary 
M  p 

!  N  on-Pulmonaiy 
M  P 

1 j . 

Pulmonary  $ 

,.M  3 

on-pulmonary 

M  1  Tf 

Under  3 

lu) 

v-m 

Jm*  j 

3-13 

15  -  23 

23  -  35 

35  -  45 

45  -  65 

1  2 

1 

2 

•N 

1 

1 

1 

r-M 

r-«  amm 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  Register  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year 

was  36, 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


Hater  Supply 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 


(s)  from  wells  . 

(b)  from  pipe  supply 

Results  from  samples  taken  :~ 

(a)  from  wells 

(b)  from  pipe  supply 

Number  of  wells  : 


t  9  4 


•  •  • 

4  0  9 


♦  •  • 
•  •  • 


satisfactory 

unsatisfactory 

satisfactory 

unsatisfactory 


6 

18 


4 

2 

14 

4 


Number 

Number 


Number 


of  ca 


closed 

cleansed, 

es  in  which 


••  •••  •••  . » . 

repaired  etc.  . 

piped  supply  was  provided 


Nil 

3 

78 


of  Parishes  with  piped  water  supply  :~ 

( a)  ^om  public  mains  . .  ...  8 

(b)  from  private  reservoirs  ...  ...  9 

of  Parishes  without  a  piped  water  supply  :  11 


In  connection  with  the  water  supplies  to  the  various 
parishes  in  the  Oakham  Rural  District  several  very  necessary 
improvements  were  carried  through  in  1931*  The  completion 
°f  ^le  pipeline  from  Market  Overton  through  Teigh  to 
Uhi s send ine,  referred  to  in  my  previous  report, J  enabled 
a  continuous  supply  of  water  to  be  provided  throughout  the 
year  to  Vhissendine,  and  connections  to  practically  all  of 
tne  premises  in  the  village  of  Teigh  have  now  been  made  to  the 
satisfaction  of  residents  there. 


The  laying  of  mains  in  the  parish  of  Edith  Yes ton 
was  completed  during  the  year  so  that  water  from  Emningham 
is  now  available  in  the  village. 

-  4  - 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29934084 


Extensions  to  the  existing  supply  pipes  in  Greetham 
were  also  carried  through  and  the  number  of  new  connections 
to  domestic  supplies  in  the  district  generally  was  considerable 
as  can  be  seen  from  the  attached  list  when  compared  with  those 
shown  in  my  previous  Reports. 


The  difficulties  in  securing  a  comprehensive 
scheme  of  water  supply  for  the  whole  district  from  the 
proposed  Leicestershire  Scheme  were  still  under 
discussion  at  various  times  during  the  year  and  further 
conside  ation  was  given  to  the  problems  involved  in  securing 
local  supplies  from  sources  within  the  County, 


During  the  course  of  1951  examination  was  made  by 
the  Council  as  to  the  possibility  of  securing  a  water  supply 
for  the  parish  of  Langham  by  boring  nearby  and  arrangements 
were  made  to  carry  out  this  work  subject  to  Ministry 
approval.  The  practicability  of  the  Council  taking  over  the 
privately  owned  supply  in  the  village  of  Exton  was  also 
discussed  and  ways  and  means  of  improving  the  service  were 
considered.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  matter  had 
been  taken  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  which  had  arranged  for  one  of  its  Inspectors 
to  hold  a  Local  Inquiry, 


Particulars  of  the  supplies  to  the  villages 
where  the  Oakham  Rural  District  has  water  undertakings  are 
as  follows 


Piped  to 


Houses 

Edith  Lest  on 

45 

Empingham 

106 

M ant on 

47 

Market  Overton 

55 

Barrow 

7 

¥hissendine 

99 

Greetham 

— 

Teigh 

10 

n*r«  r«(M 

36  9 

r-m  t-m  («•  nm  ewm  n* 


Houses  supplied 

Farm 

i*rom  stand-pipes 

Supplies 

3 

50 

14 

33 

5 

58 

7 

11 

2 

73 

- 

137 

mm 

- 

4 

362 

«»■»«■«  r-—  *«• 

rM  mm0  r-»  r* 

35 

€om  r*  r»  ta* 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Number  of  cesspools  constructed  during  the  year  5 

Number  of  cesspools  abolished  during  the  year  Nil 

Total  number  on  31st  December,  1951  3^7 

Attention  was  given  and  repairs  were  carried  out  where 
necessary  to  existing  sewers  in  the  district  with  special 
attention  to  Whissendine,  where  a  serious  blockage  occurred  in 
the  main  sewer,  and  at  Market  Overton,  Langham  and  other- 
villages  during  the  course  of  the  year.  A  length  of  new 
sewer  was  laid  in  the  parish  of  Ashwell  and  part  of  the 
existing  system  repaired.  A  new  length  of  drain  was 
also  laid  in  the  parish  of  Exton  to  deal  with  drainage 
from  some  of  the  existing  Council  Houses. 

At  Market  Overton  the  work  on  the  new  sewerage 
system  has  been  put  in  hand  and  considerable  progress  had  been 
made  by  the  end  of  1951.  It  is  expected  that  this  scheme  will 
be  completed  by  the  middle  of  1952  and  will  replace  the  old 
and  defective  sewers  and  obsolete  tank  now  in  existence. 
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With  regard  to  the  Sewerage  of  Langham,  in 
connection  with  which  a  Scheme  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning,  a  Local  Inquiry 
was  held  on  26th  April  1951*  The  decision  of  the 
Ministry  was  that  the  Scheme  should  be  deferred  meantime 
owing  to  the  lack  of  a  sufficient  water  supply  in  the 
village.  In  view  of  the  Council’s  efforts  to  remedy 
this  water  shortage,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be 
possible  for  the  Sewerage  Scheme  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
near  future. 


I  have  always  considered  that  this  Scheme 
is  one  of  the  most  urgent  in  the  District. 

Closet  Accommodation. 


Total  number  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  1931:- 


Privies  ... 
Pail  Closets 
Water  Closets 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


t  •  • 
•  »  • 


24 

1496 

498 


Number  of  closets  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system 
during  the  year 


Privies  ...  . . *  ...  ...  ...  ...  ail 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  .  • »  ...  13 


Number  of 
year 


privies  converted 

•  •  •  •  •  • 


to  pail 

•  •  •  • 


closets  during  the 

.  ...  Nil 


Public  Cleansing 


Twelve  of  the  villages  in  the  District  - 
Cottesmore,  Exton,  Empingham,  Edith  Weston,  Langham, 

Market  Overton,  Greetham,  Tickencote,  Manton,  Thistleton, 
Whitwell  and  Stretton  are  now  provided  with  a  weekly 
collection  of  refuse  carried  out  by  the  Contractors  on 
behalf  of  the  Council,  and  a  fortnightly  collection  is  also 
provided  at  Barleythorpe  and  Braunst-on.  A  partial 
removal  is  provided  for  Ashwell,  narrow,  Whissendine, 
Braunston,  Hambleton,  Gunthorpe,  Lyndon,  Teigh  and 
part  of  Horn.  Weekly  collections  of  refuse  by 

the  Couhcil  are  also  carried  out  at  the  Married  Quarters 
of  the  R.A.P,  Stations  at  Cottesmore  and  Edith  Weston. 

The  first  named  twelve  villages  and  part  of 
Barleythorpe  are  provided  with  a  weekly  scavenging 
system  of  night-soil  carried  out  by  Contractors  on 
behalf  of  the  Council.  Cesspools  at  Empingham  are 
emptied  by  contract. 

Further  consideration  has  been  given  by  the 
Council  to  the  question  of  scavenging  by  direct  labour, 
following  difficulties  with  one  of  the  Contractors  in 
maintaining  a  regular  service.  In  view  of  the 
heavy  additional  cost  likely  to  be  involved,  it 
has  been  decided  to  continue  for  the  time  being 
with  the  present  method  of  scavenging  by  Contract. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA 


The  particulars  given  under  this  Heading  are  for  all 
purposes  including  particulars  given  elsewhere  in  this  Report 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  . ...  473 

Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  442 


Nature  of  Inspections 

Inspections 

Re-vis 

Dwelling  Houses 

•  •  • 

e  o  # 

620 

734 

Tents,  Vans,  etc 

•  #  *  • 

•  #  • 

3 

9 

Slaughter  houses 

O  *  • 

o  6  • 

8 

- 

Dairies  and  cows! 

heds 

9  •  • 

2 

13 

Offensive  trades 

•  •  O 

•  o  • 

- 

- 

Animal  keeping 

•  »  • 

•  *  * 

10 

27 

Workshops,  etc. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

24 

54 

Shops 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

24 

39 

Other  premises 

o  #  • 

«  t  • 

381 

606 

f-j»  C-J»  r-mm  rm*  , 

1072 

zztzz 

1482 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  829  visits  to  the  various 
parishes  of  the  District.  In  addition  17  visits  were  made 
outside  the  District. 


Notices 


Preliminary 


Outstanding  1st  January 
Issued  during  the  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  31st  December 

Statutory 

Outstanding  1  st  January 
Issued  during  the  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  31st  December 


Housing  Other 


Nil  1 

328  99 

319  97 

4  2 

9  3 


17  1 

4  2 

8  1 

13  2 


Shows 


24  inspections  and  39  re-visits  were  made  to  shops  in 
the  district  during  the  year  and  action  was  taken  under  the 
Shops  Act  in  respect  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  one  shop. 


Camwing  Sites 

Number  of  sites  in  the  area  used  for 

camping  purposes  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  >3 

Number  of  camping  sites  for  which  licences 

have  been  issued  .  . .  2 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers 

resident  in  the  area  during  Summer  months  .  12 

(This  figure  does  not  include  the  campers  resident  in 
various  officially  organised  Agricultural  and  Services 
Camps  in  the  District) 


Regulated  Buildings. 


Number  in  Number  of  Action 
District  Inspections  Taken 


General 

Conditions 


Tents,  Vans,  3  9  Alternative  One 

Shed,  etc,  accommodation  Un¬ 

offered  in  Satisfactory 
one  case,  and 
removal 
secured  in 
another  without 
legal 

proceedings 


HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year, 

( i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  620 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ”1354 


(ii) 


( iii) 


(iv) 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
sub-head  ( i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  *1923  and  1932  and  Housing  Survey  10 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  328 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notice  ~~  ~  - 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . .  ...  . .  319 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

( i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  under 
Housing  Acts 

Taj  by  owners  . » .  . . .  . .  1 

(b)  by  Council  (in  default  of  owners 

carrying  out  work)  Nil 

(ii)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  3 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notice  ...  ...  08.  3 

by  owners  ...  . . .  3 

by  Council  ...  ...  .  Nil 

( iii)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  the  Demolition  Orders  -  3 

Housing  ctf  Part  IV,  Overcrowding 

( i)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  14 

( c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  81 

( ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  2 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  . .  3 

( iv)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  21+ 

Provision  of  New  Houses  during  the  Year. 

During  the  year  of  1931  >  ten  houses  were  built  by 
-the  Council  in  the  parishes  of  Teigh  and  Thistleton,  and  six 
houses  were  completed  in  the  District  for  private  owners# 

A  number  of  houses  were  also  built  by  the  R.A.F.  authorities 
at  Cottesmore  and  Edith  Vest on  for  use  as  Married  Quarters. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Council  had  twelve  houses 
at  Ashwell,  sixteen  at  Manton  and  fourteen  at  Edith  Yeston 
under  construction,  and  four  others  were  being  erected  by 
private  owners# 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  on  the 
Housing  Register  at  31 st  December  was  210. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD 

Mi Ik.  Supply 

Number  of  Dairies  (not  being  Farm  Premises)  on  Register  2 

-Humber  of  inspections  of  premises  ...  * .  13 

Number  of  contraventions  outstanding  from  previous  year 

Contraventions  found  during  year  . .  ...  3 

Contraventions  remedied  during  year  ..  . .  2 

Number  of  contraventions  outstanding  31 st  December, 195i 

During  the  year  1+  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analysis. 


Meat  and.  Other  Poods 


8  inspections  were  made  of  Meat  Shops,  Meat  Stores 
etc,,  and  55  inspections  of  premises  where  food  other  than 
meat  is  kept  or  prepared  for  sale. 


The 

during  1951  as 


following  quantities  of  food  were 
unfit  for  human  consumption 


condemned 


8  lbs.  Semolina. 

140  lbs.  Flour 
15  lbs.  Pearl  Barley. 


Private  Slaughter  Houses  :- 

In  Jan,  1951 

Number  registered  . 

Number  licensed  ...  ...  8 


In  Dec.  1951 


8 


Number  of  visits  to  premises  other  than  at  times 
of  slaughter  . . *  •••  • • •  •••  ,  • «  •••  8 


Model  Bye-Laws  for  the  Handling  and  trapping  of 
food  were  adopted  by  the  Council  during  the  latter  part 
of  1950  and  further  consideration  was  given  to  this 
subject  during  195*1  when  the  Council  arranged  a  meeting 

at  which  Local  Pood  Retailers  were  invited  to  be  present. 

*=«• 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  on  the 
application  of  the  Bye-Laws,  and  the  cordial  co-operation 
of  those  present  was  obtained.  Since  this  meeting 
inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the 
Bye-Laws  are  being  observed. 

At  the  meeting  it  was  suggested  that  notices 
be  prepared  and  distributed  to  the  various  Traders 
for  display,  pointing  out  that  in  the  interests 
of  hygiene,  dogs  should  be  excluded  from  food  shops, 
and  these  were  printed  and  distributed  and  have  been 
welcomed  in  practically  every  case  by  the  shop-keepers 
concerned, 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  -  SECTION  47  - 
Removal  to  suitable  premise s^of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 

It  became  necessary  during  the  autumn  of  195*1 
to  take  action  under  the  provisions  of  the  above-named 
Act  to  secure  the  removal  of  an  elderly  woman  from 
Empingham  into  the  Oakham  Infirmary,  For  some 
time  previously  the  medical  practitioner  in  attendance 
had  become  aware  of  the  increasing  difficulty  which 
this  person  found  in  maintaining  both  herself  and  her 
premises  in  a  clean  condition,  and  accordingly  requested 
the  intervention  of  the  Council  to  effect  removal  to  a 
place  where  suitable  care  and  attention  could  be  provided. 


10  - 


As  all  efforts  at  persuasion  failed,  apulica 
Was  made  on  November  5th,  1951,  to  the  Local  Magistrate 

Court  for  an  Order  under  the  National  Assistance  Act* 

The  Order  v/as  granted  and  the  old  lady  v/as  subsequently 
removed  to  Oakham  Public  Institution,  v/here  she  has 
since  remained* 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  YOUNG 

Medical  Officer  of  Heal the 


10,  High  Street, 
Me 1 1  on  M  owbr ay  * 


CO  c+ 


* 


;■ 


